Proposed Revision to the Biology Major by Ohio State University. College of Biological Sciences
Subcommittee A has reviewed the proposed revisions to the Biology Major.  After a 
thorough discussion of the proposal, the subcommittee indicated that it was disposed to 
recommend it to the Council for approval.  However, it requested the following 
preliminary clarifications from Dean Caroline Breitenberger:  
 
1. Is Biology 320 (the sophomore colloquium-style seminar) sequenced with the 
introductory sequence (Biology 401 and 402)? 
 Dean Breitenberger's response: While 320 was assigned a lower number to 
encourage students to take it earlier than 401–402, it is not mandatory that they do so. 
 The program is planning to propose decimalized versions of 320 tied to specific 
specializations in the major; the fact that 320 is outside the required sequence will give 
majors flexibility to take the version of 320 that is in their area of interest at the time it is 
offered, rather than forcing them all into the same version of the course before they can 
take 401–402.   
 Dean Breitenberger stressed that, given that the one version of 320 has been 
approved, the redesigned major can be implemented without waiting for the decimalized 
versions, which will be a future refinement.  The program plans to issue a call for 
proposals for versions of 320 to all the associated faculty. 
 
2. Was the rationale for 320 to recruit new students or to build on a core?  If the latter, 
should it be numbered higher? 
 Dean Breitenberger's response: the rationale is not so much recruitment as 
retention.  In the sophomore year, students are mostly taking courses in other sciences 
(e.g., Chemistry); thus 320 will keep them steadily thinking about biological questions 
during this time.  In addition, the course will help students refine their goals; some 
students, after taking it, may discover that their main interest lies in one of the other 7 
majors in Biological Sciences (e.g., Microbiology, Zoology). 
 On the rationale for not having the course at a higher level, see #1.  300 is an 
appropriate level for a second-year course. 
 
3. What is the approval status of 320? 
 Dean Breitenberger's response: the course has passed successfully through the 
college and ASC review process.  (The decimalized versions will be submitted for review 
when ready.)  If CAA approves the major revision proposal, 320 will get its final 
approval as one component in the package. 
 
4. On p. 5 of the proposal, it is noted that "Electives within the major are also chosen 
from all of the courses taught by the departments in the college and from several other 
courses offered by units such as the College of Medicine and Public Health, the College 
of Human Ecology, the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, and the College of 
Mathematical and Physical Sciences."  Do all these units support the proposal, i.e., are 
concurrences needed? 
 Dean Breitenberger's response: it did not seem necessary to ask for concurrences 
in the present instance because the courses offered by the other units are included in the 
existing major, with the concurrence of those units.  Given that the status of those courses 
will not change in the new major, the existing concurrences will presumably still be valid. 
 
5. On p. 14–15 of the proposal, we recommend that Part C include an explicit statement 
that electives are required beyond the 15 or more credit hours in specialization areas to 
bring the total number of credit hours to a minimum of 45. 
 Dean Breitenberger's response: she agreed to make the requested addition. 
 
Upon the receipt of Dean Breitenberger's responses, Subcommittee A voted unanimously 
(with one member unavailable) to recommend approval of the revised major to the 
Council. 
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